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To 
ELLEN BROWNING SCRIPPS 


in recognition of her interest in literature, 
in education, and in the dissemination of 
such knowledge as tends to inspire the youth 
of America with high ideals, and to encour- 
age them to right living and noble endeavor, 


THIS LITTLE BOOK IS RESPECTFULLY 
DEDICATED 


by 
The Author 
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FOREWORD 


On the same day as that which witnessed 
the signing and proclamation of the Decla- 
ration of Independence of the United States 
of America, the Continental Congress found 
it necessary to take steps to adopt a specific 
symbolic device to be used by the Nation as 
its official seal. This was required in order 
that an impression of such seal might be 
affixed to the treaties made with Foreign 
Powers, and to other official papers, as an 
attestation of the verity of the Presidential 
signature, in accordance with the firmly 
established custom of. the civilized nations 
of the world. | 


Accordingly, on the very day of the 
Nation's birth—so important was the matter 
considered—Congress empowered and di- 
rected a Committee to study the subject and 
to submit a device appropriate for the pur 
pose, so as “to complete the evidence of the 
Independence of the United States by for- 
mally adopting an official Sign of Sov- 
ereignty and a National Coat of Arms.” 
Subsequently, two other Committees were 
appointed for the same purpose; and, 
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finally, on June 20, 1782, a Seal and Coat 
of Arms for the Nation were approved, and 
have been in use ever since. 


It was clearly the intention of Congress 
that the device finally adopted should pass 
into common use among the people, just as 
the flag has done, and that all citizens of the 
United States should be familiar, not with 
its design only, but with its meaning also. 
This completed device speaks to all be- 
holders of the majesty, power and resources 
of the United States, and, as such, the story 
it has to tell can not be too well known. 


It is little short of remarkable, therefore, 
and a fact to be deplored, that but few— 
very few—of the rising generation in Amer- 
ica have any knowledge of the real meaning 
of the symbols which represent the sov- 
ereignty and might of their own nation. 
What is the import of the American Eagle, 
with wings outspread, on whose breast 15 so 
proudly borne the National Escutcheon? 
What is denoted by the stars and stripes 
shown on the shield and why are the 
latter shown as alternately white and redr 
What does the “chief,” appearing in the 
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upper portion of the shield, represent, and 
why is it tinctured blue? And what is 
implied by the environing clouds, by the 
golden rays of the sun, and by the constel- 
lation of stars within, together forming the 
Crest of the United States? Certainly, 
being symbols and not mere arbitrary signs, 
not one of these is destitute of significance. 


Such simple questions as the foregoing, 
even graduates of universities and citizens 
of liberal education might find it difficult 
to answer without previous research, simply 
because the matter has not received the 
attention it so clearly merits. That this 
defect should be remedied will not be de- 
nied, for, of course, the symbolism of the 
complete National Insignia should be 
known, and known well, to every student 
in every school throughout the land. 


The Heraldic Achievement of the United 
States, and the appropriate devices which 
compose it, are especially rich in meaning, 
and what that meaning is it is the purpose 
of the following pages to set forth. It will 
be seen, moreover, that the symbols adopted 
reveal much of the spirit and aspirations 
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which fired the patriots who secured inde- 
pendence for this great country, thus mak- 
ing them especially appropriate and doubly 
precious. | 


It is hoped that this little book may be 
found of interest, at least by the younger 
generation of American citizens; and that 
it may help them, in some measure, to cul- 
tivate, in their own lives, the commendable 
qualities and noble characteristics which, 
according to the authorities, are exemplified 
by the symbols which form the National 
Arms. 


LEONARD WILSON. 


Los Angeles, California, 
October, 1928. 
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THE COAT OF ARMS, 
CREST AND GREAT SEAL 
OF 
THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA 


THE EMBLEM OF THE 
INDEPENDENT SOVEREIGNTY 
OF THE NATION 











HISTORY AND MEANING 


From the earliest ages of the world’s 
history, symbols, emblems and devices have 
been used to record events and to convey 
information. Before the use of alphabetic 
symbols was known, or a written language 





Prehistoric drawings upon rocks. 


had been evolved, crude illustrations of sun, 
moon and stars, animals, birds, flowers, etc., 
were employed to transmit ideas suggested 
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by them. Such artistry was first made upon 

rocks, by jagged or sharpened pieces of 

flint, or other hard substance, a development 

of which art is seen later in the wonderful | 
inscriptions graven and painted upon the 

tombs and monuments of ancient Egypt and 

Assyria. 





Egyptian hieroglyphic inscriptions. 
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As long ago as the days of 
the Pharoahs, certain en- 
signs and symbols were defi- 
nitely adopted to convey a 
special fixed meaning, and 
to distinguish one tribe 
or people from another. 
Jacob, in blessing his sons, 
gave to each a special 
ensign which was used 
thereafter by each respec- 
tive tribe. Thus, in Holy 
Scripture, the Divine in- 
junctions are recorded that: 

“Every man of the chil- 
dren of Israel shall pitch 
by his own Standard, with 
the Ensign of his Fathers’ 
house." .... “Апа the chil- 
dren of Israel did according 
to all that the Lord com- 
manded Moses; so they 
pitched by their Standards, 
and so they set forward, 
every one after their fami- 
lies, according to the house 
of their Fathers.” 
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During their journeyings to the Promised 
Land, each Tribe of Israel was distin- 
guished by its own symbol, or device, 
whence we get the Лоп of the Tribe of 
Judah the book borne by the Tribe of 
Levi; the ass of Issachar; the ship of 
Zebulun; the ox of Joseph; the wolf of Ben- 
jamin, and so on. ‘This was the fore- 
runner of heraldry; of what are known to 
us as Coats of Arms; and of the practice, 
which has been continued to our own day, 
of adopting certain fixed symbols to repre- 
sent ideas and to distinguish nations, fami- 
lies and individuals. 
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In the chivalrous days of the Crusades, 
"when faith was vivid and devotion strong,” 
the principal business of man being to fight, 
all other occupations became subservient 
thereto. Аз history tells us, the “smith,” 
Or armorer, was a per- 
son of consequence, 
for much depended on 
the quality and work- 
manship of the armor 
he made. In this was 
clad the Knight, so 
that he might better 
withstand the rude 
shock апа savage 
thrust of lance and sword when engaged in 
bloody struggle. Being thus engirthed in 
steel, with visor closed, his personality was 
completely hidden, so that it was necessary 
to adopt and display certain symbols on his 
shield, on his helmet and on the cloak which 
fell in long folds over his armor to protect 
it from sun and rain. By such devices, 
friend and enemy alike might know his 
nationality, his rank and his identity. 
Hereditary surnames, at that time, were an 
innovation and had not been universally 





A Knight in Armour. 
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adopted, the symbols borne by the warrior 
on shield and helmet, and on the trappings 
of his warhorse, serving to tell his individu- 
ality to all beholders. 


In those days, before the age of printing, 
. the art of writing was an accomplishment 
ee very largely to the Monks and 
| Clerks, or Scriveners, as the 
latter were then called. 
Hence the Knights and 
land-owners, in executing 
all legal documents, and in 
correspondence, used their 
i: "seal," or “‘signet,’’ on 
Ancient armorial seat. Which were cut or engraved 
the symbols they had respectively adopted 
as their distinguishing mark of identity. 
Thus it became the custom, and is still so 
today, to impress one's seal upon all official 
papers, and this applies to nations as well 
as to individuals. 
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Immediately after the Declaration of In- 
dependence of the United States had been 





Virginia New York 
for the new nation, to which the successful 
conclusion of the War of the Revolution 
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Massachusetts New Jersey 
had given birth, to design and adopt an 
official Seal and Coat of Arms. Such seal 








Rhode Island — 
was to be used by the United States, as the 
sign of its independent sovereignty, and it 
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was to be impressed upon Treaties and 
other documents of an international and- 
official character, sent to Foreign Powers, 
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| 









Pennsylvania 


in accordance with the firmly established 
custom of the civilized nations of the world. 
Prior to that time, each of the Colonies had 
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used a Seal of its own, and each of these 
thirteen Original States, as well as each of 
the other States of the Union, still uses an 


official seal. 
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Therefore, on July 4, 1776, the Conti- 
nental Congress appointed a Committee, 
consisting of Dr. Franklin, Mr. J. Adams 
and Mr. Jefferson, to prepare a device for 
the Great Seal so as “То complete the evi- 
dence of the independence of the United 
States by formally adopting an official Sign 
of Sovereignty and a National Coat of | 
Arms.” It was intended that the device for 
the Seal should be the device for the Na- 
tional Arms, so that by devising the one the 
other would be devised also. This Com- 
mittee was the same as that which had 
drawn up the Declaration of Independ- 
ence, with the exception of Mr. Livingston 
and Mr. Sherman. 

The design submitted by this Committee, 
for the one side, showed a six-quartered 
shield, illus- 
trating the 
badges of 
England, 
Scotland, 
Ireland, 
France, Ger- 
many and 
Holland 


( t h е SIX Design of first Committee, obverse. 
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countries from which came mainly the orig- 
inal immigrants), this shield being sur- 
rounded by thirteen smaller ones, linked 
together by a golden chain, to represent the 
thirteen independent States of America, in 
union. A dexter supporter, representing 
the Goddess of Liberty, and a sinister sup- 
porter of the Goddess of Justice, were also 
included. For crest, the Eye of Providence 
in а radiant triangle was suggested, the 
motto “Е Pluribus Unum"—Out of many, 
One— accompanying this proposed achieve- 
ment. 








Design of first Committee, reverse. 


For the reverse side was recommended a 
scene in which Pharoah was shown seated in 
an open chariot, a crown on his head and a 
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sword in his hand, passing through the 
divided waters of the Red Sea. A pillar of 
fire in a cloud, expressive of the Divine 
presence and command, is beaming on 
Moses, who stands on the shore, and, extend- 
ing his hand over the sea, causes it to over- 
whelm Pharoah. The motto suggested for 
this side of the seal was “Rebellion to 
tyrants is obedience to God." 


On these designs, however, no action was 
taken by Congress. 
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Design of second Committee, obverse. 


On March 25, 1780, Congress entrusted a 
similar task to another Committee, consist- 
ing of Messrs. James Lovell, J. M. Scott 
and W. C. Houston, which gentlemen 
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recommended a design consisting of thir- 
teen diagonal stripes, alternately red and 
silver, with a supporter on either side of the 
shield. On the dexter was shown a warrior 
holding a sword and on the sinister a figure 
representing Peace, bearing an olive branch. 
For Crest was suggested a radiant constel- 
lation of thirteen stars, with the motto 
“Bello vel Paci"—Either war or peace. 


The design for the re- 
verse bore the figure of 
Liberty seated in a chair, 
holding cap апа staff, 
with the motto "Virtute 





а Perennis,’’ this motto, 
freely translated, meaning “because of her 
virtue (good conduct) she shall last for- 


ever." 


These designs met with a fate similar to 
those of the designs submitted by the pre- 
vious Committee. 


Nothing further was done until May, 
1782, when Arthur Middleton, Elias Bou- 
dinot and Edward Rutledge were ap- 
pointed a Committee to submit a design. 
Then real progress was made. This Com- 
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mittee consulted a Mr. William Barton, 
a private citizen of Philadelphia, who 
possessed heraldic knowledge. Mr. Barton 
suggested two designs. The first consisted, 
principally, of thirteen bars with the same 
number of stars distributed in a circle on 
a canton, and included also a pale, charged 
with an eye in a glory, and an eagle dis- 
played on the summit of a doric column. 
For crest a cock armed with gaffs was pro- 
posed. For supporters: On the dexter side 
a figure representing the genius of America 
holding in her hand the standard of the 
United States on which a dove was perched ; 
on the sinister side a man in complete armor. 
The mottoes recommended were: ‘Deo 
Favente"—by the help (or favor) of God— 
beneath the shield and “Virtus Sola Invicta" 
— virtue alone is invincible — above the 
crest. 


This design was not illustrated. 


Mr. Barton's second design showed, for 
the one side, thirteen bars of silver and red 
alternately; on a golden pale a doric col- 
umn on the summit of which was a phoenix 
in flames, and a border encircling the whole 
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charged with thirteen stars. The Crest 
showed a silver eagle displayed, holding a 





м 
"^ 









Mr. Barton's second design, obverse: 


sword with a wreath of laurel in the dexter 
talon and the ensign of the United States in 
the sinister. For supporters: a figure rep- 
resenting the genius of America on the dex- 
ter side and on the sinister side an American. 
warrior in uniform. ‘The mottoes were: 
“In Vindiciam Libertatis”—in vindication 
of liberty—and "Virtus Sola Invicta." 


The suggestion for the reverse was a 
pyramid of thirteen “steps,” or layers, sur- 
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mounted by an eye within a glory, and the 
motto “Deo Favente." 

The report of this Committee was re- 
ferred to Mr. Charles Thomson, then Sec- 
retary of Congress, who made certain 
changes in the design; introduced the arrows 
for the first time; used the olive branch and 
constellation of thirteen stars surrounded by 
clouds; arranged the stripes on the shield 
as chevrons, and submitted it, in its amended 
form, to Mr. Barton. This gentleman intro- 
duced the chief, substituted pales for chev- 
rons, limited the arrows to thirteen, and 
made other changes including, presumably, 





Mr. Thomson's design. 


the placing of the shield upon the eagle's 
breast. 
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The final report embodying the design 
as it at present stands, originated, therefore, 
from two sources, Thomson and Barton. 
Mr. Gaillard Hunt, Chief of the Manu- 
script Division of the Library of Congress, 
in his valuable treatise on the Seal of the 
United States, issued by the Department of 
State, says: “The distinction of producing 
the Arms of the United States cannot justly 
be accorded wholly to either, but belongs 
wholly to both, with the larger share of dis- 
tinction to the Secretary, Charles Thom- 
son." | 

The present design was finally adopted 
by Congress as the Official Arms and Great 
Seal of the United States, June 20, 1782. 

On the creation of the Department of 
State by Act of Congress, June 27, 1789, the 
Secretary of State became the official cus- 
todian of the Great Seal, an impression of 
which he is required to affix to all ‘Treaties 
with Foreign Powers, to all Commissions of 
Members of the Cabinet and Civil Officers 
of the Government, and to such other offi- 
cial papers as may call for it, but only after 
such papers have been signed by the Presi- 
dent of the United States. The Seal attests 
the verity of the Presidential signature. 
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A State Document showing the Presidential signature and impression 
of the Great Seal. 
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To any student, the striking resemblance 
of the Coat of Arms of the United States to 
that of the 
W ashing- 
ton family, 
of which 
ерее а 
G e p r-»€ 
W ashing- 
ton was a de- 
scendant, 
will be at 
once appar- 
ent The 

Coat of Arms borne by George Washington Washin g- 
ton shield shows red bars, or narrow hori- 
zontal stripes, while the National shield 
has similar stripes, technically termed 
“pales,” in a perpendicular position. Again, 
both shields show “mullets,” which, by 
some, are called *stars;" both shields dis- 
play these stars and stripes only, and no 
other device, and, perhaps, more remark- 
able still, in the achievement of both the 
eagle 1s borne. So far as can be ascertained, 
there is nothing of record to indicate conclu- 
sively that the devices adopted for the 
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American Arms and Crest, and for the 
United States flag, were in any way sug- 
gested by, or were an adaptation of, the 
Washington family insignia, but, owing to 
these repeated marks of similarity, it would 
seem only reasonable to believe that the lat- 
ter had something to do with the adoption 
of the former. The many points of agree- 
ment between them are of far too striking a 
character to permit the holding of a con- 
trary view, and it would have been very 
natural and very fitting for the designers of 
the National coat to have purposely per- 
petuated in the Arms of the new country the 
devices associated with and borne by its first 
President, with which they were un- 
doubtedly familiar. 

The adoption of “mullets” in the Na- 
tional insignia, moreover, gives powerful 
although indirect support to this theory. 
Strictly speaking, these are not "stars" at 
all, but, in British heraldry, represent the 
rowel of a spur. As Sloane-Evans, in his 
"Art of Blazon," points out, "stars consist 
of not less than six points," while the mul- 
let, ^which must not be confounded with 
the star, has never more than five.” If the 
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designers of the National Coat of Arms, in 
their choice of insignia, had been influenced 
by symbolism alone, and had intended no 
reference to the devices upon the shield of 
George Washington, they would have had 
no conceivable reason to adopt mullets, but, 
in their drawings and illustrations, would 
have shown true stars, of six points instead 
of five, and these points would have had 
radiated and not straight lines, for, as Guil- 
lim says: “АП stars should be made with 
waved points because our eyes tremble at 
beholding them.” It seems probable, there- 
fore, that the designers felt that the mullets 
on the Washington shield were sufficiently 
like stars to be so designated, and that, in 
adopting them for the National Coat of 
Arms, they would be doing honor to the 
“Father of his country,” and, for National 
purposes, there could be accorded to the 
mullet the symbolism of the star. Hulme, 
in his “Flags of the World,” states that “the 
Arms of the Washington family may be 
seen on a brass in Sulgrave Church, Hunt- 
ingdonshire, England, on the tomb of Law- 
rence Washington, and the first President of 
the United States was his great-great-grand- 
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son." Itis of record that John Washington, 
the son of Lawrence, the founder of the 
family in America, came to the Colony of 
Virginia about the year 1657 and lived for 
twenty years on the banks of the Potomac. 


The official seal of the country has, of 
course, two sides: the obverse, on which is 
graven the Coat of Arms and Crest; and the 
reverse, showing an unfinished pyramid, 
with an eye above it within a triangle, sur- 
rounded by a glory, composed of an aureole 
of the sun’s golden rays. Two mottoes are 
inscribed on the reverse of the seal, one at 
the base of the pyramid: “Novus Ordo 
Seclorum"—"' A new series of ages"—signi- 
fying that a new order of things had com- 
menced in the Western Hemisphere, and 
one surrounding the eye, “Annuit Coeptis" 
— "God has favored the undertaking,” both 
mottoes being taken from Virgil. Below 
the design appears, in Roman numerals, the 
date of the Declaration of Independence, 


1776. 
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It is a curious fact that this design on the 
reverse of the Great Seal has never been 
cut or used officially, and, consequently, is 
but little known. Its symbolism, however, 
is of striking beauty and appropriateness, 
and is as follows: 


The pyramid was clearly chosen for the 
Great Seal to denote strength, stability and 
firmness, indicating that the structure of 
the American Government was not unstable 
and was no temporary affair, but that it had 
been planned and constructed to survive and 
endure. The pyramid is represented as 
being in an unfinished condition to inti- 
mate that, at the time of the adoption of 
this symbol, America had not completed 
its full structure of government nor attained 
its completed strength. No creation of the 
hand of man could better typify enduring 
permanence than the Great Pyramid of 
Cheops, as it still stands in immovable and 
majestic grandeur on the burning sands 
of Egypt, an imperishable monument of 
strength, skill, greatness and human attain- 
ment. The term pyramid is always under- 
stood as meaning a building bounded by 
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reverse. 


The Great Seal of the United States, 
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a polygonal base and plane triangular sides 
which meet in an apex.” Such a form of 
architecture is known only in Egypt and 
there only during the period from the IV 
to the XII dynasty, before 3000 B. C. 


The triangle has been called “the symbol 
of all the arts and sciences” and has been 
used to represent all knowledge acquired 
by mankind. It is easy to understand, there- 
fore, why the ancients should have con- 
_ sidered this figure to represent perfection 
and the Deity, for all knowledge is possessed 
only by, and comes from God. The tri- 
angle was the primary form of the pyra- 
mid which, in old time, was called “the 
pyramid of Heaven.” In form “it repre- 
sents the mountain, the eternal symbol of 
durability and duration.” Among the He- 
brews, the triangle, with a yod in the centre, 
was used to represent the tetragrammaton, 
or ineffable name of God. Mackey re- 
marks: “The delta, or mystical triangle, is 
generally surrounded by a circle of rays 
called a ‘glory.’ The triangle is the symbol 
of the Supreme Architect of the Universe, 
the Creator. It is the symbol of Deity for 


— 27 — 


Google 


this reason. In geometry a single line can 
not represent a perfect figure, neither can 
two lines. Three lines, however, constitute 
the triangle, or first perfect, demonstrable 
figure. Hence this figure symbolizes the 
Eternal God, infinitely perfect in His na- 
ture." Christian symbologists hold, more- 
over, that the three equal sides of an equilat- 
eral triangle represent, respectively, the 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost, and that the 
perfected, completed device, with its three 
equal sides and three equal angles, denote 
the Holy Trinity. It will be seen, there- 
fore, that the triangle is a most fitting de- 
vice with which to encircle the eye within 
it and that it has an harmonious relation, 
also, to the glory of the sun's rays by which 
it is surrounded. 


The Eye, shown in connection with the 
triangle and sun, is often termed the Eye 
of Providence, and signifies Providence in 
Government, or “the watchful Providence 
of God.” It is a very early symbol, being 
referred to by the ancients as “The Eye of 
Jovis, or Jupiter,” the “Еуе of Phoebus ог 
Apollo,” or “The omniscient or all-seeing 
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Eye of the Most High of the Gods.” As 
Mackey, in his book on symbolism, points 
out: “Among the Egyptians, the eye was 
the symbol of their Supreme God, Osiris. 
The foot was often depicted as the symbol 
of swiftness, the arm of strength and the 
hand of fidelity. On the same principle the 
open eye was selected as the symbol of 
Divine watchfulness and care of the uni- 
verse. The all-seeing eye may then be 
considered as a symbol of God manifested 
in His omnipresence; of His guardian and 
preserving character to which Solomon al- 
ludes in the Book of Proverbs when he says: 
‘The eyes of Jehovah are in every place, 
beholding (watching) the evil and the 
good. It is said that the eye depicted on 
the reverse of the Great Seal was adopted 
by its designers as an allusion to “the many 
signal interpositions of Providence in favor 
of the American cause during the War of 
the Revolution.” 


In the ancient languages of Asia, the Sun 
and the Eye are expressed by the same 
word, and both devices were often coupled 
together by use of the term "solar eye." 
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The sun was frequently used to denote “the 
active principle in nature,” that is God. 
In the temple of Jupiter Olympus, the 
remonstrance, or representation of the sun, 
with its rays executed in gold and precious 
stones, was exhibited on the altar, and the 
"solar eye" was also shown on the table of 
Apollo at Delphi, near Mount Parnassus. 
The aureole or glory, is considered to be a 
sign of triumph and victory and is usually 
borne as a reward to those who have tri- 
umphed in their earthly conflicts. | 


In heraldrv, all celestial devices, among 
which 1s classed the sun, or the sun's rays, 
are held to denote dignity, glory and 
grandeur, attributes which, in their true 
and fullest sense, can be applied properly 
to God alone. One old writer says: “The 
sun with its splendour doth gild the tops of 
the mountains, and with its bounty doth fill 
the mouths of the valleys, drawing up the 
vapours and distilling the showers. It. is, 
therefore, a most honourable bearing and 
doth signifie absolute authority." 


It will be noted from the foregoing that 
the triple devices of Eye, Triangle and 
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Glory, all of which surmount the pyramid 
shown on the reverse of the Great Seal, 
possess a remarkably harmonious inter-rela- 
tion, and really constitute a three-fold allu- 
sion-to God. These may be construed as 
a joint mark of the lasting gratitude of the 
American people for Divine favors received 
at the. time of the establishment of the 
nation, which meaning is accentuated, more- 
over, by the motto accompanying: “By the 
help, or favor, of God.” It is also an open 
acknowledgement by the nation that “all 
good «things come from God,” and that 
“without God we can do nothing.” 


In America, happily, there are compara- 
tively few who do not believe in God, or in 
a Divine Providence. It may be techni- 
cally true, as some writers are fond of point- 
ing out, that the United States can not be 
properly designated as a “Christian coun- 
try," for here there is no affiliation between 
Church and State, and, officially, a man's 
religious belief, or lack of belief, is no con- 
cern of the government. A citizen of the 
United States, in religion, may be Christian 
or Jew, Mahommedan or Buddhist, or even 
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an out and out Atheist or Infidel. At the 
same time a citizen who denies belief in an 
all-wise Providence is clearly out of har- 
mony with the views of the Founders of 
this great Republic who felt so deeply and 
recognized so plainly the guiding and sup- 
porting hand of Providence in the estab- 
lishment of the nation that they caused this 
three-fold device of the God-head to be 
graven deeply on the Great Seal of the 
country, thus openly acknowledging the 
Deity, and, in a sense, calling upon God to 
witness the good faith in which is executed 
every important official document on which 
is fixed an impression of the Great Seal. 
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The complete design of the official Coat 
of Arms of the United States, as it is shown 
on the obverse of the Great Seal, consists of: 


The Shield, or Escutcheon, on which are 
shown a “Chief” and thirteen “Stripes,” 
or narrow *' Pales," as they are termed in 
heraldry. 


The American Eagle displayed, holding 
in its dexter, or right, talon an olive 
branch showing thirteen leaves and 
thirteen fruit; and in its sinister, or left, 
talon a sheaf of thirteen arrows. The 
Shield, with its Chief and Pales, is su- 
perimposed on the breast of the Eagle, 
which is further holding in its beak a 


Scroll, or Ribbon, on which is inscribed 
The Motto. 


The Crest, consisting of thirteen Stars, 
surrounded by and almost breaking 
through a glory, the latter being rep- 
resented by the golden rays of the sun 
and by environing fleecy clouds. 
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Taking the design in its several parts, let 
us attempt to realize its import: 


The Shield: This 
1$ аз ancient as war- 
fare itself, from 
which it had its ori- 
gin. It was con- 
sidered the most im- 
portant part of a 
knight's equipment, 
and it was amongst 
the earliest of defen- 
sive Arms. It was at 
first made of ox-hide, 
or of doubled leather 
only; later of wicker 
V covered with leather 

Ancient Shield. or metal, or of 
beaten metal entirely, even of gold or silver. 
The preservation of the escutcheon—this 
term being derived from the Latin “scu- 
tum,” meaning “defence,” or “protection” 
—was a point of honor. In the hour of de- 
feat men had been known to cast it away, 
as it retarded their flight, hence it was held 
disgraceful to lose it under any circum- 
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stances. There was no part of their armor 
which the Knights valued more highly than 
the shield, and none on which they lavished 
more wealth of decoration. A Page, or 
Esquire, takes his name of “Scutifer” from 
this same term “scutum;” the word “‘scuti- 
fer" signifying, in its primary meaning, “а 
target-bearer.” The term “target” is not 
пару deduced from the Latin “tergus,”’ 
a beast or ox-hide, of which material, аз. 
we have seen, shields were first made. 







Certain it is 
that, in early 
days, every 
Knight had a 
device drawn 
or painted 
upon his 


shield by 
which he 
might be 


known, and Ancient РАНЕЕ 
this he called his “Coat of Arms” because 
the same design was embroidered also upon 
the coat, cloak or mantle which covered his 
armor. ‘These marks of distinction were 
put on shields and bucklers before they were 
placed on banners, flags or cloaks. In medi- 
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eval times, after being charged with allu- 
sions to the achievements of the bearer, to 
whose memory his shield was afterwards 
consecrated, it was hung over his tomb as 
a last tribute to his prowess and conspicuous 
virtues. It also served as an incentive to 
others to emulate his worth and valor. But 
a shield of Arms was not used by martial 
men alone, for “whosoever did advance and 
further the honor and welfare of his coun- 
try, by any action or deed worthy of praise, 
was deemed deserving of this mark of his 
country’s reward.” For this reason, if for 
no other, every family entitled to a shield 
of Arms, whether its descendants live in the 
United States or elsewhere, should bear its 
Coat of Arms with pride, such design being 
really the flag of the individual family, the 
former members of which treasured it be- 
yond all other of their possessions. 

Some question, of late, has arisen as to 
the right and propriety of a loyal American 
citizen to bear coat-armor. It can be as- 
serted, unhesitatingly, that there is nothing 
at all repugnant to American principles in 
his displaying, in any proper manner, the 
Arms of his ancestors. The United States 
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itself, the separate States of the Union, the 
Municipalities, the regiments of the Army, 
National Guard and Reserve Corps, each 
has its own Coat of Arms. The founders 
of this great Republic, and such pre-eminent 
Americans as Washington, Jefferson, 
Franklin, Adams, the Lees of Virginia and 
countless others, bore coat-armor. With 
the nation itself leading the way in this 
regard, it is well to remember the words 
of General George Washington, the first 
President of the United States: 

“Tt is far from my design to intimate апу 
opinion that heraldry, coat-armour, etc., may 
not be rendered conducive to public and 
private use with us, or that they can have 
any tendency unfriendly to the purest 
republicanism. Оп the contrary, a differ- 
ent conclusion 1s deducible from the prac- 
tice of Congress and the States, all of which 
have established some kind of armorial 
devices to authenticate their official instru- 
ments." American citizens, therefore, need 
have no fear that, in bearing the coat-armor 
of their family, thev are violating, in any 
possible way, the highest ideals of Ameri- 
can citizenship. 
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The shape of the shield differed at differ- 


ent times. In its 
it dates from the 
the Lion- 
1190, and such 


the Barons of 


elongated form 
time of Richard 
hearted, A. D. 
were used by 
Magna Charta. 


It was later modified to the 
shape of а нм. Spade, which is 
one of the most 
арргорг!- 
ate. Unmar- 
ried ladies and 
widows bear 


RT their Arms оп мова Shield. 
a lozenge- shaped 
shield which 1s supposed 
to have orig- inated from 
the spindle. This gave 
rise to that quaint old 


couplet . Lozenge Shield. 


“When Adam delved and Eve span, 
Who was then the Gentleman?" 


The symbolism of the shield, in the Arms 
of the United States, is that it represents the 
military strength of the nation, and acts as 
a defender and protector to the chief and 
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pales marked thereon, and what these latter 
represent we shall now learn. 


The Chief, signifying the principal or 
uppermost portion of the shield, is that one 
of the Honorable Ordinaries of Heraldry 
which is contained between the top line of 
the shield and. another line drawn across 
the shield, parallel to it, and at such dis- 
tance that the space contained shall con- 
sist of from one-third to one-fifth of the 
depth of the field. The chief has always 
been considered the most honorable of the 
ordinaries, not only because it is formed 
simply by one division line, cutting if off, as 
it were, from [7 —1 the shield, but 
because, being BN «s head of a 
shield, it has the place of 
honor. This Ordinary signi- 
fies dominion н che and authority, 
and it has often been granted as a special 
reward for prudence and wisdom, as well as 
for successful command in war. One old 
authority affirms: “The chief is to be given 
to those who by their high merits have pro- 
cured them chiefe place or esteeme amongst 
men." Another says: “The chief betokeneth 
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a Senator, or honourable personage, bor- 
rowed from the Greeks, and is a word signi- 
fying a Head, a Chieftain. And as the head 
is the chief part in a man, so the chief in the 
escutcheon should be a reward of such only, 
whose high merits have procured them 
chief place, esteem or love amongst men.” 


Appropriately, therefore, the Chief, in 
the United States Coat of Arms, represents 
the Federal Congress, it holding together 
the thirteen pales beneath it, by which, in 
turn, depend- ing on the 
unity of the pales and the 
strength re- sulting from 
such unity, it is supported. 
The chief is tinctured blue 
to signify the Shield with Chief protection of 
Heaven over the States, which, as we shall 
see, are represented by the pales. 





Each of the thirteen pales, or stripes, 
shown on the escutcheon of the United 
States, all joined in one solid, compact 
entire, represents one of the thirteen Colo- 
nies which became independent States, their 
consolidation forming the Union. Their 
unity gives the whole the strength necessary 
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to support the chief, that is Congress, and 
denotes the confederacy of the United States 
of America and the preservation of such 
union by the chief. The colors of the 
stripes, or pales, are the same as those used 
in the flag of the United States, white signi- 
fying purity and innocence, and red hardi- 
ness and valor. The pale is a very ancient 
bearing, consisting merely of two parallel 
vertical lines, and is said to represent one 
of the palisades formerly used for enclos- 
ing camps, every soldier having been origi- 
nally obliged to carry one for this purpose. 
The term “pale” is familiar to us in the - 
“palings” of a garden or park. This symbol 
denotes military impregnability and forti- 
tude, and also signifies uprightness and 
understanding, on account of the straight- 
ness of its lines, its erect posture and its 
solidity. 

The completed escutcheon, adorned with 
the chief and embellished with the pales, 1s 
borne on the breast of an American bald- 
headed eagle, with head and tail of white 
and body of a brownish dove-color. 1 
wings and feet are outspread. Barton terms 
it “the Symbol of Supreme Power and Au- 
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thority:” - "Fhis regal bird, which is said to 
have received: its name, Aquilla, from its 
sharpness of sight, is the most honorable 





55 5 c . American Eagle with shield on breast. 
bearing of all the bird class, of which it is 
styled. King, and represents extreme cour- 
age, strength and nobility. The eagle was 
the ensign of the Romans, first consecrated 
by Marius, who caused it to be the. sole 
Roman standard borne at the head of every 
legion 00 

.A Authorities agree that “true magnanimity 
and ‘fortitude of mind 1$ signified by the 
eagle, which never seeks a battle with 
smaller birds or those which, on account of 
their weakness, are unequal to herself." 
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Again: “The eagle is most liberal and free 
of heart. The prey that he taketh he eateth 
not alone, but giveth a part thereof to other 
birds that follow him.” 

Another says: “This bird, when her 
wings are displayed, doth manifest her in- 
dustrious exercise, and also doth signify 
a man of action, occupied in high and 
weighty affairs, and one of a lofty spirit, 
ingenious, speedy in apprehension and ju- 
dicious in matters of doubt. She hath, 
moreover, a tender care of her young, for 
when they be ready for flight she taketh 
them on her wings and soareth with them 
through the air, and so freeth them from all 
danger. It is related that the old eagles 
make a proof of their young by exposing 
them against the sunbeams, and such as can _ 
not behold the brightness are cast forth as 
NORD to be СО tere their off- 
spring." 

And again: “The. eagle, deuen he 
mounteth high, yet is his eye still roving on 
the ground, so that those who are highest 
in honour should still entertain the humblest 
thoughts, but with this difference from the 
eagle, in that he looketh downward to seek 
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some prey, which is most unworthy of any 
noble spirit, whom it ill befitteth to search 
in poor men’s states to make a prey of them." 


The symbolism of the Olive Branch, held 
in the dexter talon of the eagle, and of the 
Sheaf of Arrows in its 
S sinister talon, is so mani- 
fest that "he who runs 
may read." These refer, 
of course, to the right 
and power of the Union 
to promote peace and to 





f Olive Branch. 1 | | 
declare war. The olive branch bears thir- 


teen leaves and thirteen fruit, and the sheaf 
consists of thirteen arrows, this number, in 
the American Arms, always having allusion 
to the thirteen original states. 


“In the Scriptures,’ says Cecil-Wade, 
“arrows are sometimes referred to as em- 
blems of affliction,’ and “they may be 
taken to symbolize martial readiness," 
while Guillim affirms that “their bearing 1s 
both ancient and commendable.” Не adds, 
however, that “they may signify a man 
resolved to abide the uttermost hazard of 
battle, who to that end, has furnished him- 
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self to the full.” In the American Arms 
the arrows speak plainly of “readiness for 
military service." 


In all ages, the olive branch has been con- 
sidered.by nations to denote peace and con- 


cord. The dove brought 

back an olive branch to: W у 
Noah as a token that the W 
wrath of God, and the Д 


waters of destruction 

sent by Him as a punish- 

ment, had both abated. STAR UU 

It should be noted that the reason why the 
olive branch is held in the dexter and not 
in the sinister talon is because the dexter is 
the more important and the more honorable 
side, the symbolism of this being, therefore, 
that the United States 1s always more ready 


to further the avocations of peace than to 
engage in War. 





What a wealth of information is thus 
symbolized by the American eagle! How 
proud should be every citizen of the United 
States that this noble bird represents his 
nation! And what a story it so plainly con- 
veys to all the world! 
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It tells of the sovereign character of the 
United States among the nations of the 
earth; of the fact that, while invincible in 
its ability to defend its freedom, its territory 
and its possessions, and what it deems its 
right, yet stresses its paramount desire for 
peace; that it exercises a constant and jealous 

` care over the well-being of its nationals; 
that it is vigilant in the preservation of its 
proper interests; and, perhaps, most sig- 
nificant of all, that, although mighty in its 
strength and resources, it 1s actuated by no 
ignoble motive; that it has no desire for 
conquest and dominion; that it envies not 
the resources of others; but that, as the eagle 
willingly shareth its substance with other 
and weaker birds, so is the United States 
always ready to extend help to its sister na- 
tions in a worthy cause, so far as its ability 
and the dictates of wisdom and prudence 
will allow! 


What more appropriate symbol could the 
nation have? Verily its founders were wise 
indeed in their choice of an emblem to 
typify its strength, its character and its 
ideals. 
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It should be remarked that no “sup- 
porters,” as they are called, flank on either 
side the escutcheon of the United States, 
as is the case with many National Arms. ~. 
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Heraldic Achievement of Great Britain. 
The British Achievement, for instance, 
shows a Lion on the one side and an Unicorn 
on the other, each, as it were, supporting one 
side of the shield. ‘The American escut- 
cheon, however, is shown simply on the 
breast of the eagle. This is not an omission 
in the design, but was done purposely to 
imply that the United States needs no out- 
side support for its maintenance or defence, 
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but that it relies simply on its own integrity 
of purpose and its own resources. 


The Crest, the word being derived from 
the term "cresta," meaning the tuft or comb 
which grows on the head of a bird, is the 
highest part of the ornament of a Coat of 
Arms, to which it is a most important acces- 
sory. Its antiquity is very great and it ante- 
dates other heraldic devices. When actually 

ga borne in battle, crests 


were made of stiffened 


(A leather, or of some dur- 
#7. Ji able material such as 
Ena metal or wood, and 





these devices were fast- 

ened or laced to the hel- 
\ met by leathern or other 
thongs in order that he 
ET ee |. who wore it might be 
readily distinguished in battle. It was for- 
merly considered a greater mark of honor, 
and was more highly esteemed, than the 
Coat of Arms itself. 
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Originally those warriors alone were al- 
lowed to wear crests who were renowned 
heroes of great valor, or such as, owing to 
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their superiority in military rank, required 
some distinguishing mark on the battlefield. 
It was quite independent of the armorial 
shield, and, when seen apart from it, served 
to denote the identity of its wearer. Being 
placed above the shield, it was the most dis- 
tinguished of all the insignia of chivalry 
and was of the proper heraldic tincture. 
Being essentially a military, and, conse- 
quently, a masculine device, a family crest 
should, never, under any circumstances, be 
borne by a lady, with the single exception of 
the majesty of a Queen. 


The National Crest is really a triple 
device consisting of encircling clouds; of 
the golden rays of the sun, and of the con- 
stellation (“an assemblage 
of splendor") of thirteen 
stars shining within, the 
latter seeming to be so 
effulgent with pure, scintil- 
lating light as to break 
through the glory surrounding. The de- 
signers of this crest held that it denoted 
“а new State taking its place and rank 
among other sovereign Powers." 
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Clouds, in heraldry, are said to symbolize 
dignity and grandeur; the sun or its rays, 
to indicate absolute authority; while the 
stars, always a bearing of great honor, 
denote the possession of Divine qualities 
bestowed from above “whereby men are 
enabled to shine in virtue, learning and 
works of piety, like bright stars upon the 
earth." 

A wonderful crest, truly; inspiring in its 
symbolism and marvelously appropriate! 


The Scroll, or Ribbon, on which the 
motto is inscribed, had its tender origin in 
a “gage d'amour," or love token, and was 
thence adopted into heraldry. In an armo- 
rial achievement the scroll is usually shown 
beneath the shield, or above the crest, but 
in this case, as it refers specifically to both, 
it is held in the beak of the eagle and is 
placed between the shield and the crest. 


The Motto “E Pluribus Unum”—Out of 
many, One—refers to the union of the origi- 
nal independent States. From whence this 
motto was derived is not known with cer- 
tainty. It is generally supposed, however, 
to have been taken from “The Gentleman’s 


— 0 


Со gle 


Magazine,” which, at the time of the Revo- 
lution, enjoyed a popular circulation in the 
Colonies. The first volume of that publica- 
tion, issued in 1731, shows a device of a 
hand grasping a bunch of flowers and the 
motto “Е Pluribus Unum.” As in this case, 





Scroll and Motto. 
a motto accompanying a Coat of Arms often 


aludes to the devices composing it, or serves 
to explain them, and it sometimes expresses 
the very soul or spirit of the heraldic 
achievement. The earliest known heraldic 


motto was affixed to a deed bearing date 
1292. Up to the last century it was not un- 
common for mottoes to be engraved within 
the circle of finger rings. Church bells, 
also, were generally encircled with some ap- 
propriate motto or quotation, and those of 
the Middle Ages, which still remain, bear 
some beautiful and expressive legends. 
Mottoes are perhaps even more ancient than 
crests of coat-armor, and were generally 
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chosen to express the predominant passions 
of piety, patriotism or love. 


The significations of the metals, gold and 
silver, and of the tinctures, red and -blue, 
employed in the Armorial Achievement of 
the United States, are as follows: 


Gold, heraldically termed “Or,” with the 
exception of silver, is the only metal em- 
ployed in heraldic emblazonry. It is rep- 
resented by gold leaf or by a brilliant yel- 
low color. Ancient authorities, in writing 
on the subject, state: “It doth lively repre- 
sent that most excellent metal, the possession 
whereof enchanteth the hearts of fools and 
the color whereof blindeth the eyes of the 
wise;" and “It is held that as this metal ex- 
ceedeth all others in value, purity and fine- 
ness, so ought the bearer to endeavour to 
surpass all others in prowess and virtue." 
The “sun in its splendour” is always em- 
blazoned in gold, for that metal resembles 
the sun in “the purity and lustre of its 
brightness! Among the planets it is rep- 
resented by Sol and in the jewels by the 
topaz, the stone that was deemed worthy 
“to be sette in the breast-plate of Aaron." 
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Gold denotes sincerity and elevation of 
mind. It is also held to represent authority, 
generosity and wealth. Of the excellence 
of this metal there is a saying: “Aurum est 
corporibus sicut sol inter stellas." 


“Argent,” or silver, for purposes of illumi- 
nation, is often represented by white. This 
is deemed wise for the reason that this metal 
soon tarnishes, while the white surface, re- 
maining free from discoloration, sufficiently 
indicates argent. The precious stone cor- 
responding to this metal is the pearl and its 
astronomical affinity is Luna. It is consid- 
ered “of exceeding light and purity” and has 
been held in high esteem in all ages. The 
ancients were accustomed to use this metal 
to denote deeds well performed and worthy 
to be kept in memory. Silver, or white, is 
of much dignity and symbolizes peace and 
purity and blamelessness of life. It also 
typifies innocence and humility, and, in the 
olden days, the shield of a novice, before 
going to war, was generally white. 


“Gules,” meaning red, among heraldic 
tinctures is esteemed the first. The word is 
Norman-French, and, although by many it 
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is supposed to be derived from blood, its 
etymology has been traced from “gueule,” 
signifying "mouth-color." As stated by 
Hulme, however, it may be assumed that 
| the ancient wearer, proud of his shield be- 
sprinkled with the blood of some formi- 
dable antagonist, would determine that the 
ruddy coat should never again depart from 
his house. In religious warfare, gules 
might imply the willingness of the bearer 
to spill his blood in defence of his faith, as 
was the case with the Crusaders who bore 
the red cross upon the breast. Its gem is 
the ruby, that stone, of all, being the most 
durable. “The fire wasteth it not nor 
changeth its colour.” The planet assigned 
to this tincture is Mars. The ancients refer 
to that planet as the “armipotent God of 
Battel, whose heartye desire is to be avenged 
with speedye boldness.” Gules denotes 
military courage and fortitude, hardiness 
and valor. Says one old authority: "Red 
was of such estimation with the ancient Ro- 
maines, before they had found the use of 
gold or silver, that they did make rings of 
it, which were put on the fingers of their 
valiant souldiours as some mark and reward 
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of their valour. In regard to its resemblance 
to the fire, which element is of all the most 
resplendent and nearness in its approach to 
the sun, it is ordered that no one should 
bear this colour but Princes of high rank 
and special desert.” In the fifth Chapter 
of Daniel it is narrated: “Thus commanded 
Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with 
scarlet, and put a chain of gold about his 
neck, and made a proclamation concerning 
him that he should be the Third Ruler in 
the kingdom.” | 


Blue, in heraldry, is termed “azure,” 
which is a corruption of the Arabic term 
“lazur,” or "lapis lazuli,” acopper ore found 
freely in Persia, China and elsewhere, and 
which is the source of the beautiful color 
called ultramarine. Blue is one of the 
primitive colors of Nature, being that of 
the canopy of Heaven, and it was intro- 
duced into heraldry to impress upon those 
bearing it an appreciation of its beauty and 
splendor. For this reason the old writers 
assigned it a place among the most import- 
ant tinctures of blazonry. “This beautiful 
colour represents the clearness of the sky 
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when all the clouds are exiled.” Its planet 
is Jupiter and its corresponding jewel is the 
sapphire. “It betokeneth loyalty” and has 
long been held to signify the benediction of 
Heaven upon its bearer. Consequently it 
implies also “prosperous success and good 
fortune to the wearer in all his аНаугез.” 
In the Arms of the United States this tinc- 
ture 1s held to symbolize “Vigilance, Perse- 
verance and Justice.” 


The technical blazon (description) of the 
Coat of Arms and Great Seal of the United 
States is couched in the words following: 


“Arms:  Paleways stripes of thirteen 
pieces argent and gules; a chief azure; the 
escutcheon on the breast of the American 
eagle displayed proper, holding in his dex- 
ter talon an olive branch and in his sinister 
a bundle of thirteen arrows, all proper; and 
in his beak a scroll, inscribed with this 
motto *E Pluribus Unum." 

"Crest: Over the head of the eagle which 
appears above the escutcheon, a glory break- 
ing through a cloud proper, and surround- 
ing thirteen stars, forming a constellation, 
argent on an azure field. 
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‘Reverse: A pyramid unfinished. In the 
zenith an eye in a triangle, surrounded with 
a glory, proper; over the eye these words, 
‘Annuit Coeptis.’ On the base of the pyra- 
mid the numerical letters ‘MDCCLXXVI,’ 
and underneath, the following motto: ‘No- 
vus Ordo Seclorum.’ ” 


Thus the complete design of the National 
Coat of Arms, and of the Great Seal, in 
their various parts, has been briefly ге- 
viewed, the symbolism of which, as we have 
seen, is both expressive and beautiful. 
Whenever seen it should not be forgotten 
that the Heraldic Achievement of the 
United States stands as the mark of its 
sovereignty, and in itself proclaims the 
majesty of the nation, the strength of the 
Union and the liberty of its people. 


All honor to the noble eagle of Free 
America! To the enduring chief and the 
stalwart pales upon its breast! And to the 
protecting clouds, the glorious rays of the 
sun, and the resplendent stars, all emble- 
matic of God's goodness, which shine in 
radiant glory above them! 

Finis 
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Achievement 
Argent 
Armed 


Arms 
Aureole 
Azure 


Badge 
Bar 


Blazon 
Buckler 
Canton 
Charge 
Chevron 


Chief 


Coat-Armor 


Coat of Arms 


GLOSSARY 


The shield and all accessories 

Silver, represented by white 

Natural weapons of defence, as beak, 
claws, etc. 

See Coat-armor 

A halo, or glory 

Blue 

A device distinct from a shield or 
crest 

A narrow horizontal band across the 
shield 

An heraldic description in words 

A kind of shield, often round 

A cut off corner of the chief 

An heraldic figure on a shield 

A device resembling the rafter of a 
roof 

The uppermost part of a shield 


a shield with devices thereon 


Constellation An assemblage of splendors 


Crest 
Dexter 
Displayed 


Doric 
Column 


A device originally worn on the 
helmet 

The right side of a shield looking to 
the spectator's left 

With wings expanded or spread out 


JA Greek pillar without a base 


Emblazoning An illustration of an heraldic device 


Ensign 


Google 


A flag, banner or standard 
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Escutcheon 
Esquire 


Gaff 
Glory 
Gules 
Insignia 
Knight 


Lozenge 


Middle Ages 
Mullet 


Obverse 
Or 
Ordinary 
Pale 
Paleways 
Phoenix 


Proper 
Reverse 
Scrivener 


Scroll 


Scutifer 
Seal 


Google 


A shield upon which Arms are de- 
picted 

A title of honor above a gentleman 
and below a Knight 

A metal spur for a game-cock 

Issuing rays 

Red 

Distinguishing marks of honor 

A gentleman who has been admitted 
to an order of Knighthood 

A four sided diamond-shaped figure 

The period from the 6th to the 15th 
century 

A star-shaped torm of five straight 
points 

The front surface; opposed to reverse 

Gold | 

A principal heraldic bearing 

A vertical band traversing the shield 

In a vertical direction 

A fabulous bird represented as issu- 
ing from flames 

In natural colors 

The back surface 

A professional writer 

A ribbon-like figure on which a motto 
is inscribed 

A shield bearer 

A die engraved with a device in re- 
verse 
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Shield 
Signet 
Sinister 


Standard 
Star 


Supporters 


Tetragram- 
maton 


Tincture 
Visor 


Yod 


Google 


A piece of armor on which heraldic 
bearings are depicted 

A seal engraved with a device to be 
impressed in wax 

The left side of a shield looking to 
the spectator’s right 

A military ensign 

Represented as having six or more 
wavy points or rays 

Figures placed on the sides of a shield 
in the attitude of supporting it 

The four consonants forming the in- 
communicable name of the Su- 
preme Being 

A metal, color or fur used in heraldry 

That part of a helmet capable of 
being raised and lowered at will 

The . tenth letter of the Hebrew 
alphabet 
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